Who are we?
• A national nonproﬁt organization founded in 2008; our
members are passionate plug-in vehicle (PEV) drivers
• The leading national voice promoting and accelerating
the rollout of plug-in cars
• The world’s deepest pool of experienced PEV drivers,
with many years of experience and millions of electric
miles driven

Joel Levin, Executive Director
Joel is an advocate for low-carbon technologies and a frequent
speaker and writer on topics relating to electric vehicles, clean
energy, water policy and climate policy. He is focused on continuing
to build Plug In America as the leading independent voice for
electric vehicles in the United States. Prior to joining Plug In
America, he served as vice president for business development at
the Climate Action Reserve, the state-chartered nonproﬁt that runs
North America’s largest carbon oﬀset registry. He has an MBA from
UC Berkeley and an MA in international economics from the Johns
Hopkins University. He drives a Nissan LEAF and mostly charges at
home on a Clipper Creek HCS-50 Level 2 charging station.

Kathryn Urquhart, Program Director
Kathryn has extensive experience focusing on the conﬂuence of
transportation policies, environmental policies, and adoption of
renewable energy technologies. Previously Kathryn was the Low
Emission Vehicle Network Director for C40 Cities, connecting some
of the largest cities worldwide on transportation priorities to
reduce GHG emissions. She also has worked for former Vice
President Al Gore’s nonproﬁt Climate Reality Project (previously the
Alliance for Climate Protection) on the Political Program Team.
Born and raised in the Los Angeles area, Kathryn has a Masters of
Public Policy from the University of Southern California and a B.A.
in Political Science from the University of California Santa Barbara.

Pete Chipman, Senior Policy Director
Pete Chipman comes from a background of nearly two decades
of experience and leadership in the Federal government at the
United States Department of Transportation and in the Obama
White House. At USDOT, Pete served under the research arm of
the Secretary of Transportation as well as an earlier career at the
Federal Transit Administration. At the White House, he worked on
clean transportation initiatives for the Oﬃce of Science and
Technology Policy, Council on Environmental Quality, and the
Oﬃce of the Vice President (detailed from CEQ) where he was the
transportation lead for the President’s Detroit Federal Working
Group. After departing the Federal government in 2019, Mr.
Chipman served the Biden for President campaign where he
helped develop positions on climate-related transportation
issues.
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Examples of Our Work

• National Drive Electric Week is the largest celebration of the
electric car in the world with hundreds of events across all 50
states to learn about, test drive, and celebrate electric cars. In
2022, it is scheduled for September 24–October 2.
• We also hold dozens of ride and drive events every year around
the country that enable drivers to experience the fun of driving a
variety of EVs in a fun and non-sales environment. Each year, we
hold a ride and drive event for the United States Senate.

Examples of Our Work

• National Policy Work: Plug In America is the national voice of
the EV driver. We are active in dozens of states and the federal
level in ensuring the views of consumers are reﬂected in
discussions about EV policies. We support policies that make it
easier to drive EVs and accelerate the rollout of the vehicles.
• Through our website, social media, short videos, and printed
collateral, we provide the public with free practical, unbiased
information written by EV drivers, so that they can buy the car
that ﬁts their lifestyle and needs.

Examples of Our Work
• PlugStar, a program of Plug In America, provides
online tools for consumers to learn more about EVs
and ﬁnd the best vehicle for their family. The program
then connects consumers with auto dealers trained by
PlugStar to oﬀer a superior level of service for the EV
customer, with the ultimate goal of getting more EVs
on the road.

Why do people love electric cars?
1.

They save money
–

With all of the rebates and tax credits, plus savings on gas
and maintenance costs, the total cost of ownership of EVs is
the same or less than comparable gas cars.

Why do people love electric cars?
2. They are more fun to drive
–

EVs are, hands-down, a better driving experience than gas
cars. They give maximum torque from a standstill, plus
smooth, quiet acceleration, which is why the drivers are so
passionate about them.

Why do people love electric cars?
3.

They are more convenient to fuel and maintain
–

People fuel EVs more like a cell phone and less like a gas car.
Just like a cell phone, most charging happens at home or at
work, while you are sleeping or doing something else, not
wasting time at a gas station. When time is pressing (such as
along a highway), a fast-charge takes 20-30 minutes.
Because they have so few parts, drivers spend less time and
money on maintenance.

Why do people love electric cars?
4.

There are plenty of choices with diﬀerent ranges
–

More than 40 models are now available with a variety of
options. They oﬀer diﬀerent ranges for various lifestyles and
budgets. For some people, a plug-in hybrid that accepts both
gasoline and electricity is a better ﬁt. If you get the right
vehicle for your lifestyle, range will not be a concern.

Follow us on social media
On Twitter
@pluginamerica

On Instagram
instagram.com/pluginamerica

On Facebook
facebook.com/pluginamerica

