
The 101 on Electric Vehicles 
in Minnesota

December 1, 2020 
1:00pm - 2:00pm CT 



● Please type any questions into the chat - questions are welcome! 
● All attendees will be muted and have their videos turned off.
● The presentations and recordings will be available on the Plug In 

America website.   

Technology Reminders: 



1. The Role of Cities and Counties in the Shift to Transportation Electrification 
○ December 1, 2020 11:00am - 12:30pm CT

2. The 101 on Electric Vehicles in Minnesota 
○ December 1, 2020 1:00pm - 2:00pm CT

3. Experience Electric Vehicles in a Virtual Test Drive 
○ December 1, 2020 2:15pm - 3:00pm CT

4. How Minnesota Can Lead on Transportation Electrification in 2021 
○ December 3, 2020 10:00am - 12:00pm CT

5. Economic Development Opportunities for MN from the Transportation Electrification 
Sector 

○ December 3, 2020 1:00 - 2:30pm CT

6. Expanding Charging for MN Fleets, Workplaces, Multi-Unit Dwellings and Public 
Locations 

○ December 4, 2020 10:00am - 12:00pm CT  









Our Speakers: 

Katherine Stainken 
Policy Director 
Plug In America 

Jukka Kukkonen 
Chief EV Educator 

Shift2Electric

Kevin Schwain 
Director of 

Program Strategy 
& Development 

Xcel Energy

Brendan Jordan 
Lead Facilitator
Drive Electric 

Minnesota

Lisa Thurstin
Coordinator 

Twin Cities Clean 
Cities Coalition & 
Senior Manager, 
American Lung 

Association 
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Electric Vehicles



Our EV Plan
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Focus on 3 Market Segments:

Key Barriers to Address:

Lack of 
Awareness 

and 
Information

Initial upfront 
costs

Suboptimal 
incentives to 
charge when 
energy costs 

are lowest

Home 
Charging

Charging for
Fleet 

Operators

Public Fast 
Charging



Our Company-Wide EV Vision
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Increasing awareness with advisory services
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Awareness Outreach Education 



Increasing access by lowering upfront costs
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Transformer

Meter
Service

Panel

Conduit/
Wiring

Charging
Station

EV Service 
Connection

EV Supply 
Infrastructure

Charging
Equipment

“Make Ready”

Charger Only

Utility Own and Operate

Electric Vehicles

Rebates

Vehicles

Utility
Customer



Reducing customer bills with optimization
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IllustrativeIllustrative



Why focus on fleets?
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Objective: 
Provide new services aimed at reducing 
total cost of ownership and system costs

Opportunity to support 
first-movers

Pilot approaches and 
establish key learnings that 
can be scaled to other market 
segments

Size of fleets

Rationale:

Potential evolution in mobility 
services that will rely more on 
fleets

Focus on economics



Why focus on public fast charging?
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Objective: 
Increasing fast charging 
infrastructure to reduce “range 
anxiety”

Address range anxiety

Provide a charging solution for those who 
can’t charge at home

Pilot approaches and establish key learnings that 
can be scaled to other market segments

Support longer distance driving

Rationale:

Potential evolution in mobility services that 
will rely more on sharing

Make up for lack of infrastructure

Standalone economics for fast charging have 
generally been insufficient to drive required 
investment



Public Charging Pilot

42

Community Charging Hubs
We are partnering with communities, charging 
network providers, and shared mobility 
companies to help customers:

• Access new, low-cost mobility services

• Provide sufficient network coverage for shared 
mobility, while also enabling public charging

• Lower upfront costs for building out network by 
providing Make Ready services

• Locate vehicles and charging infrastructure in 
diverse communities 



The 101 on EVs for Minnesota: The 
Future of Transportation is Electric 

Engagement in Community and 
Partners to Accelerate EVs

Lisa Thurstin | Senior Manager

651.223.9568 | lisa.Thurstin@lung.org



Engagement



Resources

Consumer Vehicle Purchase 
Guidance Tool:

EVolution-informing your 
choice for a smart purchase

How to provide EV charging 
for condominium and apartment 

buildings Guide/Worksheets

www.EVInfoList.com
Midwest EV Info List (Updated 10/2020)

US EV Info List (Updated 10/2020)

https://evolution.es.anl.gov/
http://www.mudcharging.com/
http://www.evinfolist.com/


Virtual Test Drive



Closing Reminders:
● Plug In America

○ www.pluginamerica.org 
○ Dean Taylor, Senior Policy Advisor: dtaylor@pluginamerica.org 

● Drive Electric Minnesota
○ www.driveelectricmn.org 
○ info@driveelectricmn.org 

● Xcel Energy 
○ www.xcelenergy.com

● Sustainable Growth Coalition 
○ https://environmental-initiative.org/work/sustainable-growth-coalition/
○ Amy Fredregill, Managing Director: afredregill@en-in.org  

 

Recordings available here: 
https://pluginamerica.org/policy/webinar-series-minnesotans-
going-electric/  

http://www.pluginamerica.org
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